REMARKS 



This Amendment is submitted simultaneously with filing of a 
Request for Continuing Examination. 

With the present Amendment applicants amended original 
independent Claims 1 and 18, and at the same time submitted additional 
independent claims 38 and 39 which also define the present invention. 

It is respectfully submitted that Claims 1, 18, 38 and 39 clearly and 
patentably distinguish the present invention by the prior art applied by the 
Examiner, since the new features of the present invention as defined in Claims 1, 
18, 38 and 39 are not disclosed in the prior art applied by the Examiner against 
the original claims. 

In accordance with the present invention in the system and method 
for exchange of data for optimizing an agricultural process, a lot of sensors 
observe process elements of agricultural machines during the operation. The 
machine sensor system recognizes certain critical situations and generates 
problem descriptions (questions for optimizing machine parameters). These 
questions are forwarded to the data communication system. Further members of 
the data communication system, in particular providers, responds to these 
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questions and generate answers to these questions with respect to the 
agricultural machine. Based on these answers, parameters of the agricultural 
machine will be adjusted for improving its optimized operation, in particular the 
working results, such as efficiency of the agricultural machine. 

These features are specifically defined in Claims 1, 18, 38 and 39. 

The prior art applied by the Examiner cannot lead to the applicant's 
invention as defined in the above-mentioned independent claims. A person of 
ordinary skill in the art would not combine the teaching of the patent to Schneider 
with the teaching of the patent to Frees. 

The patent to Schneider discloses a farm management system, 
without any disclosure related to machine systems, such as sensor systems, for 
generating problem descriptions in form of questions, of the work process of the 
agricultural machine. 

The patent to Frees discloses a data transfer system for an 
interactive communication (collaboration) between team members. There is no 
disclosure about the agricultural subjects, neither in a general manner, nor 
related to agricultural machine internal sensor systems, which recognize critical 
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operation situations and which generate questions for solving the recognized 
critical situation. 

The references are not combinable as a matter of obviousness, and 
the systems and methods in the references would not lead to the applicant's 
invention as defined in the independent claims. 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that the 
independent claims currently on file clearly and patentably distinguish the present 
invention from the prior art and should be allowed. 

As for the dependent claims, these claims depend on the 
corresponding independent claims, they share their allowable features, and they 
should be allowed as well. 

Reconsideration and allowance of the present application with all 
the claims currently on file is most respectfully requested. 

Should the Examiner require or consider it advisable that the 
specification, claims and/or drawings be further amended or corrected in formal 
respects in order to place this case in condition for final allowance, then it is 
respectfully requested that such amendments or corrections be carried out by 
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Examiner's Amendment, and the case be passed to issue. Alternatively, should 
the Examiner feel that a personal discussion might be helpful in advancing this 
case to allowance; he is invited to telephone the undersigned (at 631-549-4700). 



Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 27233 
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